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Daniel Ben Attar was born in France but built his identity around
Israel. A former Mossad field operative, he loses his career, his
relationship, and much of his sense of purpose after one decision
in the field goes catastrophically wrong.

Back in France and struggling to rebuild his life, Daniel becomes
convinced that an ancient Jewish treasure may be hidden beneath
a psychiatric hospital in Bethlehem. He returns alone and without
authorization, assumes the identity of Jalal, a French Muslim
volunteer, and begins quietly searching the hospital grounds.

What begins as a private quest draws Daniel back into
intelligence. The relationships he forms - with patients, colleagues,
friends, and the people watching him - become inseparable from
questions of trust, deception, loyalty, and responsibility.

At the center of the novel is a man searching for evidence of
history while trying to recover something less tangible - home,
identity, family, and meaning. Operation Bethlehem asks what
makes a person belong, what intelligence work demands, and
whether redemption comes from recovering what was lost or
recognizing what was there all along.

Discussion Questions
1. Daniel was born in France but has always felt that Israel is where
he truly belongs. How does his experience as a Jew who grew up
outside Israel shape his need for purpose, belonging, and proof of
his connection to the country? What does the novel suggest makes a
place 'home'?
2. Daniel's instinct is to act when someone is in danger. The same
impulse can make him courageous and reckless. At what point does
moral courage become dangerous impulsiveness? Does Daniel learn
to distinguish between the two?
3. Daniel enters Bethlehem as Jalal, a false identity carefully
constructed for the mission. Yet living as Jalal gradually gives him
purpose, relationships, and a sense of competence he had lost. Can a
false identity help someone recover a truer version of himself?
4. Daniel's relationship with Ibrahim begins partly because Ibrahim
may hold valuable information, but it becomes emotionally real.
Does the original purpose of a relationship matter once genuine
affection develops? How should we judge Daniel's use of someone
he also comes to care about?
5. Rashid is simultaneously a friend, a colleague, a Hamas operative,
and a source for Israeli intelligence. How does learning the different
layers of his identity change the way you interpret his relationship
with Daniel? Can genuine friendship exist when both people are
hiding fundamental truths?

6. Yael creates the false drawing that sends Daniel back to Israel
because she believes the mission may save him from the life he has
fallen into. Can manipulating someone ever be an act of love? Does
the outcome change how you judge her decision to act without
Daniel's knowledge or consent?
7. Throughout the novel, things that are false produce real
consequences - Daniel's cover identity creates genuine relationships,
Yael's fabricated evidence leads to a real intelligence discovery, and
people repeatedly act on incomplete information. What does the
novel suggest about the relationship between truth, deception, and
consequence?
8. The intelligence services are sometimes willing to use people in
ways that may place those people in grave danger, including the
handling of Rashid. Where should the ethical limits of intelligence
work lie when individual lives are weighed against a larger security
objective?
9. Daniel believes that finding artifacts connected to the ancient
Temple would have meaning far beyond archaeology. Why is
material evidence of Jewish history so important to him? Do people
need physical proof of the past in order to feel connected to a
national, cultural, or religious identity?
10. The novel spends considerable time inside everyday Bethlehem -
at the hospital, in homes and streets, at checkpoints, funerals,
religious sites, and family gatherings. How did these details affect
your understanding of the people and the place? Did the setting
complicate any assumptions you brought to the story?
11. Daniel begins the novel searching for an ancient treasure,
professional redemption, and proof that his life still has meaning. By
the end, the archaeological mystery is not fully resolved, while his
personal life changes dramatically. What does the novel ultimately
define as the treasure Daniel was really searching for?
12. The judges of the National Jewish Book Awards described
Daniel's journey as one of redemption. Do you think he earns that
redemption? By the end of the novel, what has actually changed -
his circumstances, his judgment, his identity, or the way he
understands what matters?
Questions courtesy of Yariv Inbar



